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B-3150 - B-3159 1850-1857 
801-833 William St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The majority of the houses lining this side of the 800 block of William 
St. are three story, two or three bay wide brick houses with gable roofs. Like 
the similar houses across William St. and around the corner on Warren Ave., these 
houses were built for a middle class market and are larger and more spacious 
than the average two story plus attic house built for the working class inhabitants 
of the neighborhood. 801 William St. is now a corner grocery story and the original 
gable roof has been replaced by a shed roof. 803 William St. is one of only two 
Classical-Revival style, bow-fronted brick houses with brownstone trim in the 
area, the other being 804 William St., directly across the street. 811-817 
William St. are three story, two bay wide shed-roofed houses, built as a unit 
in 1857, an early use of the shed roof in this area. The row of houses at 819-833 
William St. was built by Nicholas Popplein, at the time the proprietor of a chemical 
manufactory at the foot of Cross St. and who later became an extremely wealthy 
resident of Eutaw Place and important chemical, paint, and varnish manufacturer. 
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This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof is unusual in that 
the entire facade is bowed in an attempt to give the house a semblance of 
Beaux-Art style. The only other house in the Federal Hill area with a bowed 
bay is located directly across the street, at 804 William St. This house is 
set back some distance from the street, also an unusual feature in Federal Hill. 
The house had been covered with formstone, but it has recently been removed. 
The roof cornice apparently was lost when the formstone covering was put on. 

The house is three stories in height, about 13' wide, and occupies a lot 
80' deep. The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof currently 
has no cornice but judging from the marks on the brickwork the cornice originally 
consisted of a deeply projecting crown molding supported by seven wooden brackets 
which connected the cornice to a lower molding strip. There is a hooded chimney 
located along the front section of the north side of the house. 

All of the door and window openings have flat wood lintels and sills. All 
of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. The entrance is 
located along the south side of the house, beyond a tall gate that extends 
across the alleyway running along the south side of the lot. The house sits on 
a low basement. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant for being one of only two such houses with bowed fronts 
and an attempt at a Beaux-Art style to have been built in the Federal Hill area. 
This house is much less pretentious, however, than the other Beaux-Art house directly 
across the street at 804 William St. and, in fact, merely gives a suggestion of the 
style which has influenced its design. 

The current house replaced an earlier gable-roofed house possibly built by JOhn 
. Brown, who lived next door at 801 William St. An early inhabitant of 803 William 

St. was John R. Hall, a painter. 

Baltimore City Directory, 1870 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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B-3151 
803 William Street 
Block 0907 Lot 002 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3151 803 William St. 

M.E.H. 4/79 

West elevation 


